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new haérlféhts

Edwards couple raising
funds to climb Everest

By Edward Stoner
ESTONER@VAILDAILY.COM

EDWARDS — Brandon and Kristine Chalk fell in love
on Denali.

Their relationship grew stronger as they conquered
Capitol Peak, Mount Elbrus and Mont Blanc.

They got married this fall, and fittingly, they have set
their eyes on a higher goal — Mount Everest.

“You look at couples that go and do their own things,”
Kristine said. “We're like, “‘We wouldn’t want to do that at
all! Obviously, we have things we do on our own. But it
brings us so much closer”

“To be able to share these adventures together,” Bran-
don said. “We wouldn’t want to have it any other way.”

The Edwards couple plans to leave in late March, try to
summit Everest in early May and return to the Vail Val-
ley in late June. They would apparently be the youngest
American married couple to ever summit the 29,029-foot
peak, the highest mountain in the world.

But it is a costly endeavor — the climb’s price tag is
$50,000 for the couple.
Thatincludes government
permits, food, fuel, oxygen
and hiring Sherpas. Bran-
don, a mechanical engi-
neer, and Kristine, an ele-
mentary school teacher,
are trying to raise money
to help fund the trip.

They are holding a
fundraising event
Wednesday at e-town in
Edwards. They also are
raising funds through
their Web site. Many
friends, as well as a com-
pany called juggle.com,
have already offered sup-
port and sponsorships.

Their trip would not be
all about Everest. After
the climb, they plan to

TOP: Kristine and Brandon
Chalk, of Edwards, are
trying to raise funds to
climb Mount Everest this
spring. Kristine Chalk, a
local elementary school
teacher, plans to
correspond with her
students during the
expedition.

LEFT: Kristine Chalk
negotiates Mont Blanc
earlier this year. The
Chalks have climbed
peaks all over Colorado,
the West and the world.
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volunteer for about two

weeks with Taksindu Social Welfare, a nonproflt that

helps developing Himalayan communities, in particular 0 E t

by building and improving school facilities and training veres

teachers. They hope to form a connection between the .

Vail Valley mountain community and the Solukhumbu fu nd ralser

district of the Everest region. What: Raising funds for
Kristine, a fifth-grade teacher at Red Sandstone Ele- Brandon and Kristine

mentary School, plans to bring along her own students Chalk’s Everest trip.

on her journey using technology. Ten percent of
“They’ll get to be able to write me e-mails, and I'll be proceeds from the

able to Skype to talk to them,” Kristine said. event will go to the
Brandon and Kristine have been climbing big moun- cause. There also will

tains for years. Brandon, a North Carolina native, grew up be a silent auction.

taking hiking and climbing trips out West with hisdad. He | When: 5:30 p.m. to

fell in love with mountaineering. close Wednesday.
“First of all, just being outdoors, being outside,” he said. | Where: e-town,

“Ithink justit’s way to really challenge myself. It gives me Edwards.

a great sense of accomplishment” More information: Visit
Kristine’s love for the outdoors blossomed when she www.brandonand

was a guide for a group that takes teens on expeditions to kristine.org.

places such as Mount Rainier in Washington.

They started dating just before they climbed Denali —
aka Mount McKinley — in 2007. They have climbed many peaks across Colorado and
the West, in summer and winter. The Chalks plan to ultimately climb all of the Seven
Summits, the tallest points on each of the seven continents. Brandon has three under
his belt; Kristine has two.

The couple will be climbing Everest unguided, but they will be accompanied by their
friend Rob Casserley, a British doctor who has climbed Everest five times. They hap-
pened to meet the Britin 2007 on Denali when he asked them to borrow a stove. Casser-
ley will be planning many of the logistics for the Everest expedition.

The Chalks had considered climbing another peak in the Himalayas, but Everest
called to them.

“That’s one thing about Everest,” Chalk said. “People are like, ‘Why don’t you climb anoth-
er 8,000-meter peak? You're at the highest point on Earth. You can’t get any higher. And that's
a big draw of it. There are technically harder peaks. But nothing compares to the altitude”

L4
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Brandon and Kristine Chalk traverse a knife-edge ridge
on Capitol Peak near Aspen in 2008. The Chalks say
their mountain expeditions together have served to
strengthen their relationship.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 250
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50400
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 250
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50400
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50167
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for use within CMNM.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1270 1270]
  /PageSize [720.000 1097.000]
>> setpagedevice


